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of eye-witnesses. He thus entered into conversation with
many persons of undoubted veracity and position as to the
conduct ‘and miracles of the holy prelate; some of whom
had accompanied him in his visitations, while others had
lived a long time with him. After these exact details had
been obtained, he began this life in Portuguese, in “a
grave, noble, and elegant style,” as other authors remark,
and published it in 1619, under the name of Cacegas, who
was its beginner, and of his own likewise, while those who
had been eye-witnesses of what he related, were still alive.

The fourth author of a Life of this holy prelate is Dom
Rodriguez de Cunha, Archbishop of Lisbon, who, in his
history of the Archbishops of Braga, gives an abridged
account of the virtues and principal actions of Dom Bar-
tholomew. He confirms the miracles wrought by him
during his life and after his death; and amidst the many
eulogiums passed upon him, he calls him: ‘“the father of
the poor, and an lustrious example to all prelates.”

The fifth person who wrote his life, was Louis de Moug-
noz, licentiate in theology, who gives us, in six volumes,
the history of Souza, and says he had never read anything
more edifying and pious than this biography. But his
principal object was to translate it from Portuguese into
Castillan, so that the example of such rare sanctity should
be known and revered throughout Spain.

We have, in the following pages, therefore, drawn our
materials from all these five sources, while attaching special
value to the words of Father Louis of Grenada, whose
great reputation entitles him to the first place. But as it
is to the Order of St. Dominic that we are indebted for the
details we have tried to render in our own language, so it
is to these Fathers that all the fruit of this holy life will
be due, should God deign to give it His benediction. The
Church owes a double obligation to this Order: first, for
having given her so holy a bishop, and then for having
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made his memory immortal by writing the history of his
life. And although Dom Bartholomew was indeed the
glory of the disciples of St. Dominic, he was not the only
one; for on the day of the feast of their holy founder,
when Dom Bartholomew, at the Council of Trent, offi-
ciated pontifically, there were present of the same Order,
six archbishops, seventeen bishops, and twenty-eight doc-
tors, besides the Father General of the Order, some of
whom were the most eminent theologians at the Council.
Raroly can o more authentic life be siritten than this one,
compiled, as it was, by five authors, who were all, save
one, personally acquainted with him, and eye-witnesses to
much that they relate. But all that has reference to the
Council of Trent deserves special credence, because it has
been taken from a journal written at the time, and on the
spot, in Latin, by the holy prelatc himself, in which he
has marked all the most important events which took place
during the Council. This journal begins with these words:
““ Concilium apertwn est, 18 die Januaris anno 1562.”

In quoting his words we have endeavoured to keep to
their exact substance, without any change but that re-
quired by the difference of language. But remembering
what was said at the Council of Trent, ““that his speeches:

> we have been.

were wvigorous and full of common sense,’
sometimes obliged to abridge portions of phrases evidently
added by his biographers, and which are not conformable
to his spirit,.

The events of his life are related in the first three vol-
umes of this biography. But we have thought it advisable:
to add a fourth volume, filled with meditations on his
special virtues, and to show what was his mind on the
duties of pastors, and of all Christians, by giving copious
extracts from his own writings, which hitherto has never
been done. We hope that those who have really studied this
fourth book, and will thus have learnt from this holy pre-
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late what ought to be the true spirit of Christianity, either
in bishops or in any other condition of life, will read with
another eye, and with fresh interest, the three first books
which represent his actions and daily life. For they will
then see how conformable these actions were to the max-
ims of the greatest saints; and that what he did is only a
living picture of what he taught. This is one of the prin-
cipal advantages in the lives of the Saints; that one can
read them over and over again with pleasure, as the second
'reading is generally more useful than the first. Profine
and frivolous stories often disgust one; for having nothing
real or solid about them, they cease to please when they
do not strike one by their novelty ; and the same curiosity
which tempts one to read them, makes one indifferent to
or despise them when one knows them. But the lives of
those persons who have been led by the Spirit of God have
this advantage, that they mingle usefulness with a holy
pleasure, and that they nourish the heart without weary-
ing the spirit, because one finds in them at the same time
amusing incidents, touching examples, and edifiying in-
structions.

This is enough to give our readers some idea of the
following biography. We feel ourselves, however, bound
to own that once or twice we have called Dom Bartholo-
mew not only a holy man, and a holy prelate, but a Saint.
In so doing we had no intention of placing him in that
category, knowing well that it rests with the Sovereign
Pontiff alone, as the Vicar of Jesus Christ, to declare good
men ““ Saints” when he judges it advisable for the faithful,
and when their sanctity has been proved by miracles.
Thus, when we have used the term, we have only wished
to do so in conformity with the ordinance of Pope Urban
VIIL., so that in calling him a ““saintly” bishop, we mean
it in the sense in which, during his lifetime, all the people
declared ““ that he was a Saint,” that is, that his life was
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pure and perfect, and superior to that of the generality of
men.

In this way one of the authors of his life remarks, that
Dom Augustine de Castro, the second successor of Dom
Bartholomew in the archbishopric of Braga, who is looked
upon as a prelate of great and distinguished merit, and
who assisted Dom Bartholomew on his deathbed, said of
him soon after to Father Louis of Cacegas: ““That he had
such a veneration for Dom Bartholomew of the Martyrs, his
predecessor, that he invoked him in lis prayers with the
same confidence as he did St. Fructuosus, and the other holy
Bishops who had governed before him the See of Braga :
but that, nevertheless, he only honoured lim privately in this
way, knowing that we can only offer public worship to those
who have been canonized and placed in the rank of the
Saints by the authority of the Holy See,”



THE LIFE

OF

DoM BARTHOLOMEW
Of the FHartprs,

A RELIGIOUS OF THE ORDER OF ST. DOMINIC, ARCHBISIIOP OF
BRAGA, IN PORTUGAL.

FIRST BOOK.

The words of Jesus Christ, in which He promises to
remain for ever in His Church, and that all the powers of
hell shall not prevail against it, are not merely verified by
the secret aid imparted by Him continually to His faithful
people ; but by His raising up, from time to time, prelates
eminent for their ability and piety, to combat the errors
{ which strike at faith, as well as the laxity which corrupts
discipline. It was with this design that IIe brought into
the world, in the sixteenth century, the blessed arch-
bishop whose life, by the grace of God, we have under-
taken to write. He was born at a time when the Church
sorely needed such a champion ; for it was besieged on
the one hand by a dcluge of heresies, and on the other by
the disorders and immorality which had crept even into
the lives of those consecrated to the altar. God gave him
truly Christian parents, whose chief care was to maintain
him in his baptismal purity ; and in order that no worldly
contact should stain his soul, they persuaded him very
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early in life to enter the Order of St. Dominic, which he
did with wonderful fervour, and where, having daily in-
creased in every Christian grace and virtue, he remained
until dragged away, in spite of his resistance, to fill the
most important episcopal throne in Spain. But He who
thus designed to promote him did not destine him to be
merely the light of one particular diocese. He wished
him to shine in the face of the Universal Church, so that.
his zeal and piety should serve as a model to all future
bishops. For this reason he was summoned to the (Ecu-
menical Council of Trent, under the pontificate of Pius
IV., where he showed such an amount of knowledge,
wisdom, and firmness, that he became an object of esteem
and veneration to all the cardinals and bishops there
present, beloved by the Sovereign Pontiff, and, which is
still more remarkable, honoured by the great St. Charles
Borromeo himself, who treated him with special confidence
and affection.

May the same Holy Spirit, which animated this saintly
prelate, deign to assist us in the work we have now set
before us, to endeavour to give a faithful record of his
actions and virtues. We believe that such a life may be
of great advantage to all the faithful.

Those who are engaged in the world, and in the care of
their families, will see in his education how children
should be brought up, for God alone, with a view to a
final consecration to His service. Those who are called to
the Religions Life will here find a perfect model of holy
exercises. Kings and queens may learn, by the Christian
manner in which a great and holy princess raised this
saintly man to the episcopal throne, what zeal and dis-
cretion they should exercise in the choice of those on
whom they confer ecclesiastical dignities. And all those
who are called upon to serve the Church in the guidance
of souls, and especially bishops, will see in this history
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what is expected of those who are charged with such impor-
tant functions, and what amount of piety and vigilance is
required of them, while meditating on the life of a prelate
who resembled one of the saints in the earlier ages of the
Church ; for he was always absorbed in the glory of God
and the good of his people; indefatigable in his labours;
inflexible in his zeal for discipline and justice ; intrepid in
danger, braving the plague and even death itself for his
flock ; humble and tender towards the poor; firm though
courteous towards the rich; inflexible towards the great;
severe only towards the unjust; and at the same time
so wise and so temperate in word and deed that he
acquired the love and esteem of men of every class and
condition of life.

CHAPTER 1.

THE BIRTH OF BARTHOLOMEW.—WHY HE TOOK THE SURNAME OF
‘“THE MARTYRS.”—OF THE VIRTUE AND CHARITY OF HIS
PARENTS.

Bartholomew of the Martyrs was born in the month
of May, 1514, in the town of Lisbon, the capital of
Portugal. Pope Leo X. was then at the head of the
Church. The kingdom of Portugal was governed by Dom
Emmanuel I., who was called ““The Happy.” We may
add that it was not the least of his blessings that so holy a
man should be born during his reign. His father’s namo
was Dominic Fernandez; his mother’s, Maria Correa,
They were both natives of that suburb of Lisbon called
Verdella, and of an old and respectable family. They had
not, it is true, much of this world’s goods; but they were
rich in piety and good works, and filled with the love
and fear of God. Amongst the many qualities which
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endeared them to God and man, one was remarkable above
all others, and that was their devotion to the poor and
their generosity in relieving their wants. They con-
tinually bore in mind the advice of Tobias to his son:
“(ve alms of thy substance, and turn mot away thy face
Jfrom any poor person; for so it shall come to pass that
the face of the Lord shall mot be turned away from thee.
According to thy ability be merciful. If thouw have much,
give abundantly ; if thow have Uittle, take care even so to
bestow willingly a little.” In truth, this virtue may be
looked upon as the most essential to people who are
engaged in the world and in the married state ; and hence
arose that admirable saying of a holy doctor of the Church
to the father of a family: ‘““ Have you two children ?
Take our Lord Jesus Christ, in the person of one of
His poor, as a third; and by thus making yourself the
father of onc of His members He will look upon your
children as His own.” God, who deigns to reveal Himself
specially to simple souls, had imprinted this deep love
of the poor in the hearts of Bartholomew’s father and
mother ; and their reward, even in this life, was their
son, who may be called the embodiment of divine charity.

He reccived baptism and the name of Bartholomew in
the Church of our Lady of Martyrs, which was the parish
church of his parents. DBut later on, when he dropped his
family name to enter into Religion, he took the title of
this little Church of the Martyrs, which he loved to the
end of his life; so that it will not be irrelevant here to
give a short account of the origin of the name of this
church, and the memorable events concerning it.

In the year 1147, Dom Alphonsus Henry, King of Por-
tugal, having re-conquered the greater portion of his
dominions from the Moors, resolved to rescue, likewise,
his capital city of Lisbon, or perish in the attempt. He
as:iembled his army and soon became master of all the
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neighbouring country. But not being strong enough to
lay siege to the town, our Lord facilitated his enterprize
in an unexpected manner. Yor, one morning, the whole
bay appeared covered with ships, and the king discovered
that these vessels contained an army of chosen men,
under the command of William, Prince of Anjou, who
were on their way to the conquest of the Holy Land.
King Henry felt that these were allies, sent specially to
him from heaven, and despatched at once messengers to
Prince William to ask his assistance. He represented to
him that as he and his noble army were about to wage a
distant war on the infidels, it was meet and right that they
should begin with those who were nearer at hand. That
the taking of Lisbon would be easy if besieged both by sea
and land; and that they would arrive with still greater
renown in Syria if they could assert that they had already
triumphed over the infidels in Europe. It was not difficult
to persuade this brave and generous prince to enter into
his reasoning; so that immediately casting anchor in the
Tagus, he landed his whole force and laid siege to the
town,

This joint operation was begun in the month of May of
that same year, and was protracted till October, the de-
spair of the besicged adding to their courage. A great
number fell on both sides, but especially on that of the
besiegers, they being less protected than the infidels, who
fought behind their walls. Their brethren in arms styled
them ‘“martyrs,” and revered them as such, so that it was
resolved to erect two little chapels, one in each camp,
which should be consecrated to their memory. At last,
after five months siege, the city was taken on the 25th of
October. The king instantly set to work and built the
Church of St. Vincent; while Prince William and his army
erected that called “Our Lady of Martyrs,” to serve as
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a perpetual memorial of those good and brave men who
had lost their lives in fighting against the infidels.

This is the identical church of which Bartholomew took
the name, and which his eminent virtue has rendered still
more celebrated.

The child was evidently destined from his birth to be

something remarkable. He had an excellent natural dis-
position, being gentle, obedient, and sweet tempered.
From a boy he showed the greatest love of purity. His
mother took him early to church and impressed upon him
all the respect due to sacred places. Like St. Basil, he knew
but of two roads, one to the church and another to the
schools, save when his mother sent him to carry alms or
provisions secretly to the sick and suffering, and especially
to those of a higher station of life, who would sooner dic
than ask an alms. His mother had a special devotion to
such persons, and would often go without necessaries herself
in order to relieve them. In this way was the child formed
by his pious mother to works of charity, unselfishness, and
thoughtfulness for others. She preached to him not by
| words but by her actions, and accustomed him to do good
\by seeing it done around him. God, who foresees all
things, had chosen for him parents who were worthy of
the precious deposit entrusted to them. And no adverse
influence arose to mar an education and training which
were so eminently Christian.
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CHAPTER II.

PARTHOLOMEW DETERMINES TO RENOUNCE THE WORLD AND BE-
COME A RELIGIOUS;—HE ENTERS THE ORDER OF ST. DOMINIC,
AND BECOMES THE MODEL OF THE NOVICIATE.

The childhood and youth of Bartholomew were passed
in this manner without any striking events; but as he
daily grew in grace and virtue, so the Holy Spirit put
into his mind holy inspirations and a desire to consecrate
himself solely to the glory of God. He represented to
himself continnally the emptiness of everything on earth,
and the immutability of the promises of God, till he was
ready to exclaim with St. Bernard: “ How do the plea-
sures of this world vanish like shadows! How full of
misery is this life! How quickly does death surprise us,
when our eternal destiny will be fixed for happiness or
misery !”

God made him understand, at the same time, what great
happiness could be found in the religious life, and what
security he would there enjoy for the fulfilment of his holy
desires. This soul, which bad always preserved its bap-
tismal innocence, at once obeyed the voice of heaven, and
yielded without difficulty to the earliest inspirations of
divine grace.

The Order of St. Dominic was then, as it has ever been,
one of the most fervent in the Church, and was held in
high reputation, especially in Spain. Father Louis of
Grenada was one of the greatest preachers of that day,
and edified the whole world by his writings and piety.
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Bartholomew, who had often heard him preach, felt him-
self strongly attracted to that Order, and was only deterred
by his humility, which made him fear that he was unwor-
thy to join it. But at last he summoned courage to open
his heart to his parents, trusting that their piety would
prevent their throwing any difficulties in the way, if they
were once convinced of the reality of his vocation. His
mother, who loved him tenderly for his many good and
amiable qualities, was at first much surprised and startled
at the idea. But finding that he had really no other end
in view than the glory of God and the good of souls, and
that he only proposed leaving them because he preferred
heaven to earth, both his parents consented, looking upon
his decision as a reward for the care with which they had
nourished pious feelings in his heart from a child. They
had always looked upon him as a direct gift from God, and.
so could mnot refuse to give back to Him what they had
received. Unlike those fathers and mothers who force
their children into the secular careers they have chosen
for them, Bartholomew’s parents left him free to follow
the inspirations of God’s grace, and were thus exam-
ples to those who think of nothing but the worldly
interests of their children ; who drag from the service of
the altar those whom God has chosen, and make them
embrace states of life for which they have no taste or dis-
position. Hence arise dissensions in families, maledictions
on parents, and often signal misfortunes to the children
themselves, who may well say, according to the words of
St. Cyprian, “Parentes sensimus parricidas.”
Bartholomew, more and more strengthened in his reso-
lution by his parents’ kindness, often went to the Domini-
can monastery to talk to the fathers, and one day, on the
Feast of St. Martin, 1528, he felt himself so moved by the
strong desire he had to leave the world, that he went
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straight to the prior of this house and opened his whole
heart to him.

The prior’s name was Father George Vogado, a doctor
of theology, and for many years preacher and confessor to
the king, Dom Emmanuel. He was a man of great ability
and experience in the guidance of souls. From the first
moment that he saw Bartholomew he felt that he was one
touched by the Spirit of God; but wishing, as a wise
director, to test him still further, he represented to him
the austerity of the rule, the perpetual fasts and watchings,
the continual silence, the excessive poverty, the hair shirts
and disciplines, in addition to the mnecessity of arduous
study to fit him for the work of preaching. ¢ If, there-
fore,” he added, ¢ these severities are trying to the most
robust natures among us, what will it be to you, who, in
addition to your youth, seem to be of a delicate constitu-
tion 77

But the representation of all he would have to suffer
seemed only to inflame Bartholomew’s ardour still more;
while his sole fear was that his delicate appearance would
prevent his being accepted. Summoning up courage, he
therefore replied: My Father, I wish to enter Religion
to fly from the pleasures of a world which I hate, and to
embrace all the pains and sufferings, which I desire with
my whole heart, and which I feel to be necessary for my
galvation. No human obstacle can daunt me, because I
expect to conquer all that is human by divine strength,
placing all my confidenco in Him Who has invited me to
carry His cross. I do not therefore dread the labours and
sufferings that you have represented to me, because the
body is never weak when the will is strong; and with the
grace of God, we can conquer all things.”

The prior, not being only satisfied, but edified, by this
answer, sent for the master of novices and some other

fathers, who examined him rigorously as to his habits and
2
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way of life; but all were equally delighted with his under-
standing and answers. Several of the Religious, who had
known him in the world, bore witness likewise to his
excellent character, and the Christian way in which he
had been brought up; so that the prior, after having col-
lected the votes of the community, gave him the habit
that very day after compline, as he considered that such
extraordinarily fervent dispositions deserved a dispensa-
tion from the ordinary rules.

No sooner had he entered the noviciate than he gave
sensible proofs of how completely his call was from God.
ITe looked upon the world as a prison, from which he had
escaped, and his cell as a paradise. Ie was continually
marvelling at the mercy of God, which had called him to
the Religious state, and his tranquil happiness showed
itself in his face, and in all his actions. He was modest
in appearance, circumspect in his words, punctual and
exact in the performance of all duties, whether great or
small, and particularly in observing the hours of Divine
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